
THE
MINAMATA

CONVENTION
ON MERCURY

The Minamata Convention on Mercury is an 
international environmental agreement that 
aims to protect human health and the 
environment from human-caused emissions 
and releases of mercury and mercury 
compounds.  

The Minamata Convention is not yet in force. 
It will come into force 90 days after its 50th 
ratification. The current ratification status of 
the Convention can be viewed at 
mercuryconvention.org.

. 

Mercury (chemical symbol: Hg)
is also referred to as quicksilver

WHAT IS MERCURY AND WHY IS IT 
DANGEROUS?

Mercury is a metal that is a liquid at room 
temperature and evaporates easily. The 
chemical symbol for mercury is Hg. 

Once mercury and mercury compounds enter 
the environment, they don’t easily degrade or 
break down. Instead, they remain in soil, air 
and water for many years. Mercury and its 
compounds can be transported long 
distances from their points of origin, and they 
accumulate in living organisms, with 
concentrations becoming higher and higher 
as mercury moves up through the food chain.

Mercury can accumulate in the aquatic
food chain, making fish unsafe to eat



Uses of Mercury

WHAT IS MERCURY USED FOR?



WHAT WILL THE MINAMATA CONVENTION DO ABOUT MERCURY?

Control the supply and trade of mercury;

Control the manufacture, import and export of mercury-added products,
including phase-out of some products by the year 2020;

Control manufacturing processes in which mercury or mercury compounds
are used;

Control the use of mercury and mercury compounds in ASGM;

Control emissions and releases of mercury from industrial facilities;

Ensure environmentally sound interim storage of mercury;

Ensure environmentally sound disposal of wastes consisting of, containing,
or contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds; and

Educate, protect, treat and care for populations at risk of, or affected by,
mercury exposure. 

WHAT CAN
CARICOM COUNTRIES
DO ABOUT MERCURY?



FURTHER INFORMATION AND SUPPORT FOR ACTION ON
MERCURY IN CARICOM COUNTRIES IS AVAILABLE FROM

The Interim Secretariat of the Minimata Convention on Mercury
mercuryconvention.org

 
The Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and

Technology Transfer for the Caribbean Region
bcrc-caribbean.blogspot.com

 
The United Nations Institute for Training and Research

mercury.unitar.org
 

The Global Environment Facility
www.thegef.org/gef/reducing_mercury

 
The International POPs Elimination Network

www.ipen.org
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