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BASEL CONVENTION UNEP CARICOM COUNTRIES:

. . THE ROTTERDAM CONVENTION

The dramatic growth in chemical production and trade during the past three decades
has raised concern about the risks posed by hazardous chemicals and pesticides.
Countries without adequate infrastructure to monitor the import and use of these
chemicals are particularly vulnerable. In response to these concerns, the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) jointly introduced the 1989 Prior
Informed Consent (PIC) procedure.

The objective of the Convention is to protect human health and the environment from
harm, and to contribute to the environmentally sound use of certain hazardous chemicals,
by promoting shared responsibility and cooperation in the international trade of said
&8 chemicals. The PIC procedure established by the Convention is an information exchange
procedure that allows Parties to make informed decisions about the import and export of
these hazardous chemicals. The Convention was adopted and opened for signature in
Rotterdam 1998 and entered into force February 2004. Caribbean countries that are Parties to
the Convention include: Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Cuba , Dominica, the Dominican Republic,
Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago. Barbados
and St. Lucia have signed the Convention but have not yet ratified. The Rotterdam
Convention applies to banned or severely restricted chemicals and to severely hazardous
| pesticide formulations. Chemicals subject to the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure
d are listed in Annex III of the Convention and include 28 Pesticides, 4 Severely Hazardous
N Pesticide Formulations, and 11 Industrial Chemicals.
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The Chemical Review Committee (CRC) is an expert
committee that reviews notifications and proposals by Parties, and makes recommendations on chemi-
cals to be added to Annex III of the Convention. For each chemical that the CRC has decided to recom-
mend for listing in Annex III a draft decision guidance document (DGD) must be prepared and forward-
ed to the Conference of the Parties (COP). The COP shall review the DGD and decide whether the chem-
ical is to be listed in Annex III and thus made subject to the PIC procedure. Following the COP decision,
the Secretariat of the Convention communicates to all parties information about the addition of new
chemicals to Annex III and about the associated DGD and any other supporting information.

PROCEDURE FOR ADDING

BANNED OR SEVERELY RESTRICTED CHEMICALS

PROCEDURE FOR ADDING

SEVERELY HAZARDOUS PESTICIDE FORMULATIONS

1. A Party shall notify the Secretariat when it has 1.
banned or severely restricted a chemical.

The Secretariat shall confirm that said Party has
provided the required information in the notifica-
tion according to the requirements outlined in
Annex I. The Secretariat shall then communicate
the information provided in the notification to all
Parties.

When the Secretariat has received at least one
notification from each of two different PIC re-
gions regarding a particular chemical, they shall
be forwarded to the CRC.

The CRC reviews the information and recom-
mends in accordance with the criteria of Annex II
to the COP on the inclusion of the chemical into
Annex III.

Countries that are developing countries or countries
with economies in transition experiencing problems
caused by severely hazardous pesticide formulations
under conditions of use in their territory may propose
to the Secretariat the inclusion of such chemicals into
Annex III. The proposal shall contain information
required by part I of Annex IV.

The Secretariat shall then communicate a summary of
the information provided in the proposal to all Par-
ties.

Additional information as stated by part 2 of Annex
IV shall be collected to supplement the proposal.

The proposal and collated information shall then be
forwarded to the CRC. The CRC shall review the in-
formation provided and, in accordance with criteria,
set out in Annex IV, recommend to the COP whether
the proposed severely hazardous pesticide formula-
tion should be included in Annex III.

The Chemical Review Committee shall review the
information provided in the proposal and the addi-
tional information collected and, in accordance with
the criteria set out in part 3 of Annex IV, recommend
to the Conference of the Parties whether the severely
hazardous pesticide formulation in question should
be made subject to the Prior Informed Consent proce-
dure and, accordingly, be listed in Annex III.
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All Caribbean Community (CARICOM) signatories to
the Rotterdam Convention have established designat-
ed national authorities and official contact points. To
date, the most successful Caribbean approaches to
Convention implementation have involved locating
the focal points within the lead environmental agency
and the subsequent delegation of authority to subsidi-
ary bodies over which the agency exercises some con-
trol. Examples of countries where this approach has
been used effectively include Jamaica and Trinidad
and Tobago.

Parties to the Convention are granted membership to
the Chemical Review Committee (CRC) and thus the
ability to address issues pertinent to chemicals directly
related to the region. Barbados has been a member of
the CRC even though not Party to the Convention and
has benefited from membership on the Committee
through the communication of information on hazard-
ous chemicals.

Association with the Convention also benefits
CARICOM states through awareness and information
provided by the Convention Secretariat on potentially
toxic and hazardous chemicals and their management.
Strengthened legislation, enhanced control of imports
as well as improved registration procedures imple-
mented for imports are evident as advancements with-

in the Region as a result of the Convention.

Information exchange under the Convention also facil-
itates the harmonization of chemical management
within CARICOM. During the Sub-regional Consulta-
tion on Ratification and Implementation of The Rotter-
dam Convention, Suriname noted reduced stocks of
banned chemicals as another benefit evident from pro-
visions of the Convention. Technical assistance and
information dissemination of the Convention benefit
CARICOM states and small island developing states
(SIDS) that may not have the technical resources to
manage these hazardous chemicals.

Challenges and the way forward for
CARICOM waste and chemical
management

Resources for finalization of hazardous
substances and hazardous wastes
management policies are lacking for many
countries in the region and this has proven
to be an important challenge. Financial
constraints also impact on CARICOM
countries’ ability to effectively implement
the Convention. Human resource
limitations contribute to countries being
late in making notification and meeting
other information exchange obligations.

There is a need for ongoing training and
awareness-raising programmes for key
personnel relevant to the implementation
of the Convention, including customs
officers and national focal and contact
points. Countries should ensure that an
effective control system on the borders, in
airports, at harbors and domestically is
maintained, in order to prevent illegal
importation and wuse of prohibited
substances defined by developed
legislation.

There is a lack of regionally specific
agricultural research for the Caribbean; a
mechanism for the ongoing collection of
relevant data for the entire region, to assist
with reporting requirements under the
Convention, needs to be developed.

The prohibition of PIC pesticides in all
countries in the region simultaneously is a
challenge that should be addressed. A
combined regional effort is the only
effective approach to manage utilization of
hazardous pesticides, protect farmers,
consumers and the environment, and
prevent transport of hazardous substances
from one country, particularly in the
context of free movement of goods and
people. Therefore it should be a priority
for all countries within the region to ratify
the Rotterdam Convention.
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Antigua and Barbuda

Dr. Malverne Spencer

Pesticides and Toxic Chemical Control
Board

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Housing and
the Environment

Friars Hill Road

Dunbars

Antigua and Barbuda

Telephone: +1 268 462 9191

Fax: +1 268 462 6281

Email address: malv@lycos.com

Belize

Mr. Martin Alegria

Chief Environmental Officer
Department of the Environment
10/12 Ambergris Avenue
Belmopan City

Belize

Telephone: +501 822 2542

Fax: +501 822 2862

Email address: envirodept@btl.net

Cuba

Dr. Mario Abo Balanza

Director

Centro de Informacién, Gestion y Educacion
Ambiental

Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnologia y Medio
Ambiente

Calle 20 n° 4107 e/ 41 y 47, Playa

La Habana

Cuba

Telephone: +537 870 1635

Fax: +537 870 1635

Email address: registro@sanidadvegetal.cu

Dominica

The Director

Pesticide Control Board
Ministry of Agriculture
Botanic Gardens

Roseau

Dominica

Telephone: +1 767 448 24 01
Fax: +1 767 448 79 99

Dominican Republic
Ing. Juan Lorenzo Castillo
Gerencia de Planificacion de la Subdireccion

Técnica

Direccion General de Aduanas

Av. Abraham Lincoln No. 1101 Esq. Jacinto
Manon, Ens. Serrallés

Santo Domingo

Dominican Republic

Telephone: +1 809 547 7070

Fax: +1 809 540 5853

Email address: j.lorenzo@dga.gov.do

Guyana

Ms. Trecia David

Registrar

Pesticides and Toxic Chemical Control
Board

Ministry of Agriculture

2nd Flat, 18 Brickdam Stabroek
Georgetown 1001

Guyana

Telephone: +592 2251045

Fax: +592 2250954

Email address: ptccb@guyana.net.gy

Jamaica

Mr. Michael Ramsay

Registrar

Pesticides Control Authority
Ministry of Health and Environment
2-4 King Street

Kingston

Jamaica

Telephone: +876 967 1281

Fax: +876 967 1285

Email: ramsay@caribpesticides.net

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

No DNA - Official Contact Point
Environment Health Coordinator
Public Health Department

Ministry of Health and the Environment
Environmental Coordinating Unit
North River Road

Kingstown

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Email address: ehdsvg@yahoo.com

Additional Resources

The Rotterdam Convention: www.pic.int

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) : www.fao.org

Synergies among the Basel, Rotterdam & Stockholm Conventions: synergies.pops.int

The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat: www.caricom.org

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for the Caribbean Region : bere-caribbean.blogspot.com/

Suriname

Ing. Mrs. A. van Sauers-Muller
Head Pesticides Division
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries

P.O. Box 160

Letitita Vriesdelaan 8
Paramaribo

Suriname

Telephone: +597 425632

Fax: +597 42 0152

Email: cffsur@sr.net

Trinidad and Tobago

Mr. Ali Hazmath

Ag. Registrar Pasticide and Toxic Chemicals
Pesticide and Toxic Chemicals Inspectorate
Ministry of Health

92 Frederick Street

Port of Spain

Trinidad and Tobago

Telephone: +868 623 5242

Fax: +868 623 2477

Email: hazmathali@gmail.com

For further assistance on the Rotterdam
Convention, you can contact the
BCRC-Caribbean:

The Basel Convention Regional Centre
for the Caribbean Region
(BCRC-Caribbean)

Dr. Ahmad Khan

Director

Level 2 Ministry of Housing and the
Environment Building,

Corner El Socorro Main Road and
Hassanali Street, San Juan,

Trinidad and Tobago

Phone: +1 (868) 675 5752/ 638-6344
Fax: + 1 (868) 675 4556

Email: ahmadkhan786@msn.com/
berc.caribbean@gmail.com

Information above is correct as of May 2012.
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