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Information Technology Solutions 

The Basel Convention 

The Basel Convention is the most comprehensive international legal instrument on hazardous and 

other wastes. Its principal objective is the protection of human health and the 

environment. The need for decisive action to control hazardous wastes gained international 

prominence during the 1980s, upon recognition and concerns that such wastes were increasingly 

being transported from developed nations to developing countries. These practices resulted in 

unsafe disposal of these substances, to the detriment of human and environmental health. The Basel 

Convention was negotiated to be the primary international response to this problem, by controlling 

the transboundary movement (TBM) of hazardous and other wastes. 

The Convention seeks to address the environmentally sound management (ESM) of hazardous and 

other wastes. The ESM of wastes close to their source of generation is a key tenet of the Convention 

alongside that of TBM control. The aim is to achieve ESM across the entire waste management 

hierarchy, i.e. through stages of  prevention, re-use, recycling, recovery and disposal. 

In recent years, the ESM of wastes has been recognised as being critical to the success of the 

Convention. As such, the promotion of ESM into national development, poverty reduction and 

economic transformation plans is now an integral part of the Convention’s 2012-2021 strategic 

framework for its implementation. Each Party to the Basel Convention has primary responsibility for 

achieving this in conjunction with relevant national stakeholders.  

The accumulation of hazardous and other wastes poses a significant threat to the 
health of humans and the environment as well as the livelihood of people 
worldwide. Furthermore, how these wastes are managed, treated and disposed of 
by their generators can add to these impacts. The most important multilateral 
environmental agreement (MEA) resulting from international efforts to achieve 
proper management of hazardous wastes is the Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.  

The Basel Protocol on Liability & 

Compensation 

In 1999, Parties to the Basel Convention adopted 

the Basel Protocol on Liability and 

Compensation for Damage resulting from the 

Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 

Wastes and their Disposal. The Basel Protocol 

has not yet entered into force as it is still pending 

ratification by 20 Parties.  As of May 2012, only 

10 countries had ratified the Protocol.  The 

Protocol has not been ratified by any Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM ) member countries.   

The purpose of the Protocol is to provide a 

framework for accountability, liability and 

compensation in the event of damages arising 

from the transboundary  movement and 

disposal of hazardous and other  wastes. This 

includes incidents arising from illegal trafficking 

of wastes. 

When it comes into force, the Protocol will work 

to protect and assist developing countries, which 

often lack the resources and expertise to mount 

an effective response to illegal dumping or 

accidental spills of hazardous waste. 



 

 

Information Technology Solutions 

The Basel Convention Regional and 

Coordinating Centres 

Basel Convention regional and sub-
regional Centres for capacity building and 
technology transfer have been established 
across the globe. These are meant to assist 
developing country member states where 
the capacity for implementing the 
Convention may be limited. There  are 14 
Regional and Coordinating Centres 
(BCRCs/BCCCs) worldwide. 

The core functions of these Centres 
include: training, technology transfer, 
information dissemination, awareness 
raising, and consultancy. 

Here in the Caribbean, there is one such 
Centre: the Basel Convention Regional 
Centre for the Caribbean Region (BCRC
-Caribbean). The role of the BCRC-
Caribbean lies in directly facilitating 
Caribbean member states in the 
national implementation of their 
commitments and other work in 
achieving the ESM of their wastes. 
Hosted by Trinidad & Tobago since 
1998, the Centre performs the 
aforementioned functions while serving 
the CARICOM nations that are Parties 
to the Convention, as well as Cuba and 
the Dominican Republic.  

Figure 1: Locations of the BCRCs and BCCCs 

Assistance in the Implementation of the Basel 

Convention 

The Basel Convention has traditionally paid special attention to the 

needs of developing countries and countries with economies in 

transition. It has recognised that these nations, which include all 

CARICOM nations, generally possess inherent difficulties that hamper 

them in their national implementation. These include a lack of dedicated 

financial resources towards waste management in light of other 

priorities such as poverty eradication and economic development. The 

technological and human resources in this area also tend to be severely 

limited. Given these features, these states are highly susceptible to 

becoming victims of illegal traffic and accidental spills and related 

incidents. Hence, these countries have been afforded special priority and 

instruments of assistance under the Convention, including the Basel 

Convention Regional Centres, the Mechanism for Promoting 

Implementation and Compliance, the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund 

and the use of technical guidelines to aid in the ESM of wastes. 

Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance 

This mechanism was established in 2002 to assist Parties in complying with 

their obligations under the Convention. It is administered by the  

Convention’s Implementation and Compliance Committee (ICC). The ICC 

pays particular attention to the special needs of developing countries and 

countries with economies in transition, which includes CARICOM member 

states. CARICOM member states can utilise the Mechanism and ICC in two 

ways: via self-submissions based on a Party’s own compliance difficulty 

and/or via Party-to-Party submissions based upon another Party’s failure 

to comply with Convention obligation. The ICC examines specific 

submissions to determine the facts and root causes of the matter under 

consideration. It then aids in the resolution of compliance difficulties 

through the provision of advice, information and non-binding 

recommendations to the Parties of concern. Recommendations of additional 

measures to address compliance issues are also supplied to the COP. 

Financial Mechanisms for Implementation under the Convention 

The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund is the primary assistance 

funding mechanism for the Basel Convention. It was established for 

receipt of ad-hoc voluntary contributions in order to assist developing 

and other countries in need of technical assistance in implementation 

of the Convention. During the biennium 2007-2008, submissions were 

made to the Fund for support for BCRC-Caribbean regional 

programmes for the ESM of used lead acid batteries, obsolete 

pesticide stockpiles and used oils. 

However, the Fund has not provided what developing nations need in 

order to solve local and regional ESM and TBM issues. The primary 

reason for this inadequacy lies in its voluntary nature and the lack of 

contributions made to the Fund by donor countries.  

Development of Technical Guidelines  

The Basel Convention mandates the development and adoption of 

non-binding, technical guidelines for the ESM of wastes falling under 

its scope.  ESM technical guidelines have been adopted for waste 

streams such as biomedical wastes, waste 

lead-acid batteries, used tyres, used oils 

and many more. Guidelines are also 

available for sound recycling/reclamation 

of metals and metal compounds, for 

incineration on land, specially engineered 

landfill and more. All of these guidelines 

are available  on the Basel Convention’s 

website (www.basel.int). 
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The Future of Regional Implementation of the Basel  Convention and the Role of the 

BCRC-Caribbean 

A great deal of work remains to be done to improve the regional status of implementation for the Basel Convention. 

Key priorities relate to drafting, enactment and enforcement of national legislation and to the development of national 

and regional action programmes. Some ongoing activities, such as Barbados’ plans for improvement of its integrated 

waste management system, demonstrate renewed commitment to the goals of the Basel Convention. 

The use of synergistic approaches to the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions should 

be promoted at the regional level. This is critical in maximising regional and local resources. The BCRC-Caribbean is 

expected to play an integral role in this matter, particularly in the areas of capacity development and technology 

transfer. The Centre expects to develop pilot projects to address the regional ESM of the priority waste streams of 

used oils, waste electrical and electronic equipment, and waste tyres. With such activities outlined in its work and 

training programmes, the BCRC-Caribbean will continue to be central to  the future of Basel Convention 

implementation for Caribbean countries.  

Regional Activities towards 

Implementation of the Basel Convention 

Legal and Regulatory Framework 

All of the Caribbean countries already have a legislative and 

regulatory framework  in place for the collection, 

management and disposal of wastes  generally. However, 

these frameworks primarily fall within the realm of public or 

environmental health and sanitation. Other laws have been 

developed to address specific waste streams such as asbestos, 

plastics and obsolete pesticides. Some attempts have been 

made to develop legislation that allows for the 

implementation of the Basel Convention.  Antigua & 

Barbuda, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago have 

drafted or enacted hazardous waste laws or regulations to 

this effect, but much still needs to be done to develop, 

promulgate and enforce hazardous waste legislation across 

the region. 

In 2011, Trinidad & Tobago completed a project to strengthen 

the legislative, regulatory and enforcement capacity of small 

island developing states (SIDS) to implement and comply 

with international obligations under the Basel, Rotterdam 

and Stockholm conventions. This project was funded 

through the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 

Management (SAICM) Quick Start Programme Trust Fund, 

with the support of the Secretariat of the Basel Convention. 

The project report identified the revision of legislation and 

regulations  and the development of guidelines and codes of 

practice as  important  for improving the legal framework for 

the ESM and TBM of wastes. 

As part of the EU-funded project for Capacity-building 

Related to Multilateral Environmental Agreements in 

African, Caribbean and Pacific countries, the CARICOM 

Secretariat, in cooperation with the BCRC-Caribbean, is 

providing countries with assistance and training to 

strengthen legislative frameworks. 

Capacity-building and Training 

There has been a series of workshops and other support for 

the development of the region’s technical capacity in the 

implementation of the Basel Convention. These have 

included workshops and fora on  

• environmentally sound management of asbestos 

containing materials; 

• environmentally sound management of used oils; 

• environmentally sound management of used lead-

acid batteries; 

• reduction, elimination and management of pesticides 

in the context of the Basel and Stockholm 

Conventions; 

• implementation  of chemicals conventions and 

synergies; 

• Green Customs training. 

Status of the Basel Convention among CARICOM member states 
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CARICOM Basel Convention Focal Point Contacts 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Ms. Diann Black-Layne 

Chief Environmental Officer 

Environment Division, 

Ministry of Public Works, 

Transportation and Environment 

#1 Prime Minister's Drive, 

Factory Road, St. John's, 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Phone: +1 (268) 462 6265 

Fax: +1 (268) 462 4623 

Email: dcblack11@yahoo.com 

 

Commonwealth of the Bahamas 

Mr. Philip S. Weech 

Director 

Bahamas Environment, Science and  

Technology (BEST) Commission, 

Nassau Court, 

P.O. Box N-7132, Nassau, 

The Bahamas 

Phone: +1 (242) 322 4546 / 328 7454 

Fax: +1 (242) 326 3509 

Email: philipweech@bahamas.gov.bs 

 

Barbados 

Mr. Jeffrey Headley 

Director 

Environmental Protection Department 

Ministry of the Environment, Water  

Resources and Drainage 

L.V Harcourt Lewis Building, 

Dalkeith, St. Michael, 

Barbados 

Phone: +1 (246) 310 3602 

Fax: +1 (246) 228 7103 

Email: jheadley@epd.gov.bb 

 

Belize 

Mr. Leonides Sosa 

Environmental Officer 

Department of the Environment, 

Ministry of Forestry, Fisheries and 

Sustainable Development 

Market Square, Belmopan, 

Belize, C.A. 

Phone: +501 802 2816 

Fax: + 501 822 1526 

Email: leonides.sosa@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

The Commonwealth of Dominica 

Mr. Lloyd Pascal 

Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Environment 

Roseau Fisheries Complex Building, 

Dame Mary Eugenia Charles Boulevard, 

Roseau, 

Dominica 

Email: ecu@dominica.gov.dm 

 

The Republic of Guyana 

Mrs. Geeta Singh Ubaldo Espinosa 

Director 

Environmental Management Division 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Ganges Street, Sophia, 

Georgetown, 

Guyana 

Phone: +(592) 2250506 

Fax: +(592) 2253481 

Email: epa@epaguyana.org/ 

geeta.singh.d@gmail.com 

 

Jamaica  

Mrs. Genefa Hibbert 

Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Housing, Environment 

and Water 

16A Half Way Tree Road, 

Kingston 5, 

Jamaica 

 

Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis  

Mrs. Hilary Hazel 

Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Finance and Sustainable 

Development 

P.O. Box 597 Bladen Commercial 

Development, Wellington Road  

Basseterre, 

Saint Kitts and Nevis 

Phone: +1  (869) 465 9698  

 

Saint Lucia  

Mr. Phillip Dalsou 

Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of the Public Service, 

Sustainable Development, Energy, 

Science and Technology 

2nd Floor Greaham Louisy 

Administrative Building 

Waterfront, Castries, 

St. Lucia 

Phone: +1 (758) 468 2234  

Fax: +1 (758) 453 1305  

Email: minpet@candw.lc 

 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Health, Wellness and 

the Environment 

Ministerial Building, Kingstown, 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Phone: +1 (784) 485 6992 

 

Suriname 

Ms. Shelley Soetosenojo 

Deputy Director, 

Environmental Policy 

Monitoring, Directorate of Environment 

Ministry of Labour, Technological 

Development and Environment, 

Prins Hendrikstraat 17, Paramaribo, 

Suriname 

Phone: +1 597 420960 

Fax: +1 597-475574 

Email: shelley.soetosenojo@atm.gov.sr 

 

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of the Environment and Water 

Resources 

Level 26, Tower D Waterfront Complex, 

Port of Spain, 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Phone: +1 (868) 623 4663 

Fax: + 1 (868) 625 2793 

 

The Basel Convention Regional Centre 

for the Caribbean Region 

(BCRC-Caribbean) 

Dr. Ahmad Khan 

Director 

Level 2, Ministry of the Environment  

and Water Resources Building, 

Corner El Socorro Main Road and 

Hassanali Street, San Juan, 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Phone: +1 (868) 675 5752/ 638-6344 

Fax: + 1 (868) 675 4556 

Email: ahmadkhan786@msn.com/ 

bcrc.caribbean@gmail.com 

Additional Resources  

The Basel Convention: www.basel.int 

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for the Caribbean Region: bcrc-caribbean.blogspot.com 

Synergies among the Basel, Rotterdam & Stockholm Conventions: synergies.pops.int 

The Basel Action Network (BAN): www.ban.org 

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management: www.saicm.org 

The Caribbean Community  (CARICOM) Secretariat: www.caricom.org 

This document has been produced as 

part of a joint EU-UNEP-CARICOM 

project, with the financial assistance 

of the European Union. The views 

expressed herein can in no way be 

taken to reflect the official opinion of 

the European Commission or the 

Un i te d  Nat i on s  Env i ronmen t 

Programme.  

Information contained in this fact sheet 
is correct as of May 2012. 


