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III   Human and Social Development

Strides in the areas of youth development, 
education and health, and the staging of the 
tenth edition of CARIFESTA in Georgetown, in 
which the CARICOM Secretariat was fully 
involved, were among the highpoints with 
regard to human and social development in the 
period under review.

The focus on Youth during the reporting period 
was on implementing the recommendations of 
the decisions of the CARICOM Commission on 
Youth Development including the completion of 
a comprehensive situation analysis of Youth in 
the Region. 

In June 2009, the Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas 
convened the CARICOM Conference on Youth, 
Crime and Violence in Basseterre, St. Kitts and 
Nevis under the theme: `Confronting the 
Challenge of Youth Violence in Society: 
Defining a Multi-sectoral response'. The 
initiative by Prime Minister Douglas served to lay 
the foundation for the wider Summit on Youth 
in January, 2010 in Suriname.

The CARICOM Youth Ambassadors continued to 
play an active role in the development of the 
Community and in 2008, for the first time in four 
years, Haiti appointed two Youth Ambassadors 
to the programme.

Haiti was the venue for the Caribbean Youth 
Exchange Conference in July, 2009. The 
Conference was organised under the theme, 
Youth - Making the Caribbean. It brought 
together young people from all 15 Member 
States and five Associate Members to promote 
Caribbean cultural identity; heighten awareness 
on issues relating to regional integration and the 
CSME and, to sensitise participants to the 
research findings of the CARICOM Commission 
on Youth Development.

Out-of-School-Youth and youth leaders 
benefited from Life Skills Training and special 
emphasis was placed on developing Health and 
Family Life Education Programmes in schools, as 
well as on the development of a Revised 
Framework for Action on Children's Issues. In

this regard, efforts were directed towards Early 
Childhood Development and Child Protection 
including consideration of Children in 
Emergencies and climate change issues, and 
regional standards for Early Childhood 
Development and facilities.   

The second biennial Community-wide CARICOM 
Regional School Quiz was staged successfully in 
2008. In keenly contested finals between St, 
Kitts and Nevis and Saint Lucia in Antigua and 
Barbuda, St Kitts and Nevis emerged as the 
champion of the Competition. Scotia Bank 
provided the champion's trophy and a cash 
award of US$1000, among other prizes. 

One of the key developments in Culture over the 
biennium, CARIFESTA was staged under the 
theme 'One Caribbean, One Purpose, Our 
Culture, Our Life' from August 22 to 31, 2008. 
The CARICOM Secretariat provided technical 
assistance to Guyana in the hosting of the 
Region's mega festival, which had returned to its 
birth place after 36 years.  

Students participating in the CARICOM Quiz 2008
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